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I understand that the Behaviormetric Society of Japan is thirty five years old. This
period almost perfectly coincides with my career as a quantitative psychologist. | came
to North America as a graduate student at the psychometric Lab at the University of
North Carolina (UNC) in 1972, and it's been 36 years since then. It means that the So-
ciety was officially born one year after | moved to North America, although prelimi-
nary movement toward the creation of a new academic society was already apparent
with Professor Yanai spearheading the movement.

In 1977, 1 got my Ph.D at UNC and moved to Canada. My record indicate that | at-
tended ten annual meetings of the Society (O th at Keio, 10th at Kokuritsu Kokugo
Kenkyujo, 11th in Kyoto, 13th at Hokudai, 14th at Todai, 16th at Chibadai, 17th in
Okayama, 19th at Nagoya, 21st at Handai, and 22nd at Tsukuba). The last one | at-
tended was in 1994, and it's been more than ten years since then. This is partly because
a new school year used to start after the Labor Day (the first Monday in September)
in North America, but recently it often starts earlier (sometimes at the end of
August) to finish the fall semester before Christmas. This has made it difficult for me
to attend the meeting, which is usually held in mid-September. In 1986, | received the
first Scientific Contribution Award (now renamed Hayashi-sho) from the Society. |
recall that | advocated the development of “ cognitive statistics” and statistical expert
systems at that time, but so far this has not materialized to a satisfactory degree.
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The influence of the Behaviormetric Society stretches
far beyond the boundaries of Japan

Michael W. Browne
The Ohio State University

The Behaviormetric Society of Japan is an influential and productive society of
about 1000 members. | find it laudable that it facilitates cooperation between produc-
ers of mathematical and statistical methodology and the social scientists who apply it
in their research. Approximately half its members are mathematically skilled develop-
ers of sophisticated methodology and the other half are applied scientists from various
disciplines who make use of the most modern statistical methodology in the execution
of their research projects.

The society is predominantly Japanese but maintains strong international ties. It
produces one journal in Japanese, the Japanese Journal of Behaviormetrics, and an in-
ternational journal, Behaviormetrika, with articles published predominantly in Eng-
lish but with occasional contributions in other languages. The contributors to
Behaviormetrika include many internationally renowned scientists, and the regular
invited contributions on important topics by acknowledged experts are of special in-
terest. It is worth noting that reprints of Behaviormetrika articles are available with-
out charge on the Internet at http://www.jstage.jst.go.jp/browse/bhmk/. A number
of members of the Behaviormetric Society are also members of the Psychometric Soci-
ety and some have served on the Board of Trustees of the Psychometric Society or as
Associate Editors of Psychometrika. There is a reciprocal arrangement between
Behaviormetrika and Psychometrika in which each journal publishes the table of con-
tents of the other.

In summary, the Behaviormetric Society of Japan is a flourishing society devoted to
the quantitative analysis of behavior and its influence stretches far beyond the
boundaries of Japan.

[Associate editor of Behaviormetrika]
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